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METHODISTs Fully Diſprov'd, &c- 


F 


Rev. Mr Joun WESLH v. 


Reveread Sir, A 


Am heartily ſorry there is occaſion to find fault 
with a perſon of your ſtrict life, and, in all ap— 
pearance, mortified temper, from wrom one might 
reaſonably expect a ſuitable conduct, and the et- 
ting a bright example of modeſty and humility. But 
ſo it is, that your compaſling ſea and land to gain pro- 
ſelytes ; your making unwarrantable diflentions in the 
Church; your prejudicing the people, wherever yo" 
come, againſt your brethren of the Clergy, and the 


doctrine which they teach; your zealous and impon— 
| tunate 


23 
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tunate preaching of opinions, doubtful at leaſt, if not 
dangerous to the fouls of men, as Pm verily perſuaded 
they are, make it too evident you are not altogether 
that ſpiritual and regencrate man, you and your col- 
leagues would induce the world to believe, and yourſelf 
ſeem to imagine you feel and experience yourſelves to 
be; and that, under this veil of piety and ſelf-denial, 
there lie hid ſome paſſions not yet ſufficiently mortified : 
and yet they do not ſo lie bid, but that they are open 
and expos'd enough to the difcernment of men of ſenſe 
and penetration, altho* your common admirers mayn't 
be yet ſo fortunate as to diſcover them. You have 
taken much pains to gaiu and improve yourſelf in 
chriſtian knowledge: you have roam'd about your na- 
tive country, to diſcourſe with people you ſuppoſe 
experienc'd in it; and not content with that, you have 
travell'd to America and Germany, to preach the Goſpel, 
and in ſearch of truth: and after all, 'tis uncertain 
whether you have yet found this precious treaſure; and 
your notions about it, not only very materially con- 
tradict thoſe of lome of your fellows, but likewiſe 
ſeem yet ſo unfix'd and incoulittent, that it is a great 
queſtion whether you ever will. However, you think 
the age is ſo degenerate, ill-principled, and ignorant of 
faith in Chriſt and Juſtification 3 and the Clergy have, 
it ſeems, ſo much departed from the doctrine of the 
reformation, in theſe points of fo great concernment, 
that there lies a neceſſity upon you, and your aflociates, 
to convert the nation a-new, leſt not only ſome grie- 
vous temporal calamity ſhould overwhelm it, but the 
louls of men alſo ſhould utterly periſh. And you 
proclaim loudly enough, that you are the only true 
watchmen, while the reit of the Clergy are in a le— 
tharpic ſtate; that light is in your dwellings alone, 
While in other aflemblies (alas for them!) there is the 
thickeſt darkneſs. Poſſeſs'd with this charitable opinion, 
you pals through all the parts of the land; you have 
preach'd in London, Briſtol, &c. in fields and commons, 
drawing great numbers atter you, many out of curio- 
{ity and novelty, many as having itching cars, and carried 

about 


(7) 


about with every wind of doctrine. At laſt you arrive 
at Newcaſtle, upon the aforeſaid candid ſuppolition, 
that the Clergy there are men of unorthodox priaci- 
ples, and pervert the flock ; and ſo, in kind compatſion 
to the ſouls of the people, you are come to give them 
more wholſome inſtructions, and awaken them out of 
that deep fleep into which their miniſters had unhap- 
pily caſt them. But give me leave to inform you, it 
you don't know it already by your own experience, 
that they are (without offence be it ſpoken) much 
more orthodox than yourſelf; are as diligent in the 
Exerciſe of their office, as any in the kingdom; and 
are perſons of ſuch learning and abilities, that they 
have no occaſion at all for your afliſtance. But they 
need not mine or any other's commendation ; and, 
methinks, you ſhould conſider their candour, and the 
modeſty of their behaviour towards you, as a ſharp, 
though ſilent, reproof of your boldnels. But to come 
Cloſe to the matter: you are, or pretend to be, a Cler- 
gyman of our Church, and, I ſuppoſe, you would be 
thought to maintain her doctrine, to which you have 
ſubſcrib'd. I therefore, partly to undeceive thoſe you 
have miſled, and partly, if poſſible, to ſet you right, 
as I heartily wiſh I may, have drawn up in tew words 
what I firmly believe the Church's true doctrine of 
Juſtification and Regeneration ; and beg, for you own 
ſake, and that of your hearers, you will conſcientiouſly 
compare your opinions with what I have deliver'd, as 
thoſe of the Church: and if, on the compariſon, you 
find yourſelf or me miſtaken, either ve ſo kind to your- 
ſelf as to correct your own, or lo charitable to me, as 
to convict me of my errors. But bctore I go any tur- 
ther, to prevent miſtakes, and that no one may be 
charg'd with my blunders, I think proper here to al- 
ſure you, and every body, that no Clergyman what- 
ever, either at Newcaſtle, or any. other part of the 
dioceſe, is privy to, or knows any thing of, what I 
have written. | 
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of JUSTIFICATION. 


Uſtification means pardon of our ſins, God's accoun- 
ting us as righteous, recciving us into favour and 
friendſhip with himſelf, and giving us thereupon a right 
to everlaſting happinels. The free grace and mercy of 
God is the principal cauſe ot our Juſtification. The 
ſacrifice which Chriſt once offer'd upon the croſs for 
the ſins of the whole world is the ſole meritorious cauſe 
of it. 


God freely made a covenant with fall'n man (which 
covenant was ratify'd and confirin'd by the ſhedding of 
Chriit's blood) that he would juſtify him in the ſenſe 
above ſpecity*d, upon his performing the condition pre- 
{crib'd in the goſpel: which condition is faith, which 
includes obedicnce. 


Where we are ſaid to be juſtified by faith, and not 
by works; we are to underitand either works comman- 
ded by the law of Moſes, or works of ſinleſs obedicnce, 
which it is impoſſible for fall'n man to perform; or 
works done upon a notion, that we thereby properly 
deſerve the favour of God and eternal ſalvation, as 
being the meritorious cauſe thereof; and not evange- 
lical works, which are perform'd in, and join'd with 
faith in Chriſt. 


Juſtifving faith is operative, practical, and obediential 
faith: ſuch was Abrahams taith, and therefore that of 
all chriſtians muſt be of the ſame nature. 


When our church ſays, we are juſtiſy'd by faith a- 
lone, the intends only to exclude 51! merit from our 
good works, and to declare we 0i:zt {olely to depend 
upon ie merits of Chriſt, and embrace the gratuitous 
or irce mercy of God promis'd to us through An; 

and 
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and ſhe does not exclude our virtues, graces, and good 
works, which, not as meritorious, but as conditions 
of the Goſpel commanded by Chriſt, we are bound 
to exerciſe and do: for fhe in many places of her au- 
thentic books affirms, that we receive remiſſion of 
ſins, and conſequently are juſtified, upon condition of 
repentance as well as of faith. 


We are truly ſaid to be juſtified freely by God, ſince 
all our graces and virtues are infuſed into us by his 
Holy Spirit; and all our outward good works are the 
fruits of theſe ſpiritual graces; and we arc reconci!'d 
to God, not by any deſerts ot our own, but by God's 
mercy, and through the ſole merits of Chriit. For 
when we have done all we can, God is no way ticd 
to give us any thing, but only on account of his molt 
gracious promiſe. 


They who teach, that we are juſtified by the ſingle 
virtue of faith alone, do by conſequence affirm, that 
repentance is not neceſſary for the obtaining pardon 
of ſin, ſince pardon of fin is a conſiderable part ot 
Juſtification. God, in this life, undoubtedly, pardons 
fincere and faithful penitents : but man can, without 
a particular revelation, have an abſolute *atlurance, 
that he in particular is pardon'd, though in reality he 
be ſincere; becauſe he cannot be abſolutely ſure of 
his fincerity, and of his perſeverance in a regenerate 
ſtate. Every man ought to have an atlurance, that it 
he unfeignedly believes and repents, God does jultity 
him. He that believes the Goſpel, is intallibly ſure 
God performs his promiſe of juſtity ing penitents upon 
their performance of the condition: but God has no 
where promis'd ordinarily to atlure particular men 
they are truly penitent, having reſerv'd that to be de- 
Clared at the laſt judgment. There have been, God 
knows, tov many, who have had a very high coutt- 
dence of their being in a ſtate of ſalvation, who wers 
yet very far from being ſo; and did but flatter thein- 
elves into a dangerous ſecurity, while at the ſane 
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time they remain'd ſtill in their fins. Such a phari- 
ſaical aflurance, and undoubted perſuaſion, would be 
a great preſumption even in the beſt men, ſince all 
are to work out their ſalvation with fear and trem- 
bling. And therefore it is beſt and ſafeſt for chriſtians 
to think ſoberly and modeſtly of themſelves, as to their 
ſpiritual concerns and Juſtification: and it is general- 
ly more commendable to lean to the ſide of humble 
tear, than of arrogant ſelf-flattery; to be too lowly 
rather than too pretumpuous, which yet is not at all 
inconſiſtent with a well-ſettled and comfortable hope. 
For the more we truly fear God, the readier we ſhall 
be to keep his commandments, and the firmer ground 
we have to hope we are, and ſhall be, in his fayour. 


Juſtification is not an inſtantaneous act, fully com- 
pleated at one and the ſame moment ; but it is a con- 
tinued act, then at length perfect and conſummate, 
when a perſon has to the very end of his life fulfill'd 
the condition of the covenant by which he is juſtified. 


We are not juſtified, by having Chriſt's righteouſ- 
neis imputed to us, ſo as that it truly becomes ours; 
ſince it cannot be ſaid, that when Chriſt perform'd it, 
we perform'd it in him. For if that were the caſe, 
this abſurdity would follow, that we have no need to 
do any thing ourſelves, and there would be no occaſion 
tor repentance and pardon, Chriſt's righteouſneſs, by 
the imputation of which we are ſuppoſed to be ac- 
counted juſt, being ſo compleat in itſelf, that nothing 
elſe would be at all requiſite. But our own faith, 
made perfect by love, is imputed to us for righteoul- 
neſs, through the merits of Chrilt's righteouſneſs and 
fatisfaction. Hence it is evident, that Chriit's righte- 
ouſneſs is the cauſe which merited univerſally for all 
men a right to be juſtified, or accounted righteous, on 
performing a certain condition; and any one's per- 
torming that condition, v2. belicving and obeying the 
Goſpel, applics to him in particular, upon the 9 pe? 
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of the Goſpel - Covenant, that ri; ght to be juſtified 
which Chriſt merited tor all. 


of -REGEN-ERA+#E LO-N: 


1 or Sanctification goes before Jultiti- 
cation in the order of nature, tho' perbaps there 
may not be always a priority in reſpect of time. For 
we are accounted righteous by God, when we are be— 
come new creatures, or changed from a {tate of fin 
to a (tate of purity and holinels. And it we make a 
continnal progreis in goodneſs and the ſpicitual life, 
we ſhall be ſtill the more juſtified in the ſight of Goy, 
till we arrive at length at our final Juſtification or at 
the higheſt pitch of acceptance with God in the King— 
dom of Heaven. 


Regeneration is an inward change and alteration of 
the mind, the purifying of our corrupt nature, and 
the renewal of the image of God ia us; and this is 
wrought by a divine power influencing our tacultizs, 
whereby we are made members of Chriſt, and the chil- 
dren ot God by adoption. T his firſt commences at 
our Baptiſm, we being then born again both of water 
and of the ſpirit, as both the holy ſcriptures, and thcir 
beſt interpreters, the primitive Church and our own, 
clearly teach. And it we reſiſt not the grace of God 
continually cleanſing and ſanctitying vs both in body 
and ſoul, but will husband our talent with care and 
induſtry; it we pray for daily increaſe of ic, attend 
diligently to the means of grace, and cheertully obey 
the motions of God's holy ſpirit, he will mercitully 
beſtow upon us more grace, and we ſhall go on to 
improve in ir, and pfeſevere in a regenerate itate, to the 
end of our lives. Our obedience and yood actions malt 
evidence the change of our minds and tempers; and 
no man mult dare to think himſelf in this regenerate 
ſtate, it he is diſobedient, and his works are ſinful. 
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The holy ghoſt is the principal author, or the efficient 
5 cauſe; the biſhops and other miniſters of God are the 
| miniſterial ; God's word and the bleſſed ſacraments are 
| the inſtrumental cauſes of regeneration ; and we our- 
| ſelves co-operate with all theſe in this great work. But 

the glory of it is only due to God; without grace all 
ſubordinate means would be inneffectual. 


J have ſaid, that regeneration is the renewal of the 
image of God in us. By which I mean, that we re- 
ccive again ſomething we once had, but loſt. Adam 
at his firſt creation, and while he continued in the ſtate 
of integrity, had in him ſomething more than barely 
natural faculties in great perfection: he was alſo en- 
dow'd with the divine principle of the ſpirit, or with 
ſupernatural grace and ſtrength in order to ſupernatural 
and cternal happineſs. In this divine principal the image 
of God in him chiefly conſiſted, which by his fall he 
torfeited both for himſelf and us. And this image is 
again renew'd in us when we are born again, when 
we put off the old man with his deeds, aud put on the 
new man, which is created in knowledge, after the image 
of him that created him. See Biſhop BulPs Diſcourſe 
upon the ſtate of man before the fall, Vol. 3. 


Infants are regenerated by their baptiſm, or then en- 
ter into a regenerate (tate, as I have explain'd above. 
And having thus receiv'd a divine principle, and ghoſtly 
{trength, to perform the condition of the Goſpel- 
Covenant, ſo long as in their thoughts, intents and 
actions, they make a right uſe of it, they continue in 
a regenerate ſtate. Adult perſons, ſuppoſe Heathens 
not yet baptiz'd, although by the prevalency of the di- 
vine aid giving efficacy to the word preach'd, and to 
the arguments uſed tor their conviction, they are per- 
{uaded of the neceſſity of faith and repentance, and 
are willing and deſirous to embrace the chriſtian re- 
ligion, yet, till they are baptiz'd, they don't receive 
that fullneſs of grace by which they are be ene oak 
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They are candidates for it, but are not, ſtrictly ſpeak- 
ing, poſſeſs'd of it. Indeed, it ce ſlould caance to 
dic before baptiſm, there is great reaſon to hope God 
will in mercy accept the will for the deed, and give 
a ſuitable reward to that imperte& grace which he has 
been pleaſed to beſtow upon them. 


In order to our further Regeneration, God puts no 
violence upon our facultics, but affords ſuch a power 
and ability to them, as will be ſufficient to enable us, 
if we honeſtly do our parts, to bring this work to 
greater perfection. The grace is not ſo forcible as 
cannot be oppos'd, but competent for the purpoſe, 
and will be abundantly effectual, if through our own 
perverſeneſs we don't thwart and reject it. When we 
are really in a regenerate ſtate, the grace is ſo tar from 
being irreſiſtible, that it may actually fail. For as our 
Church clearly teaches in her X VIth Article, we may 
willingly commit deadly or mortal fin after baptiſin; 
and they are to be condemn'd which ſay, they can no 
more ſin as long as they live. The article indeed 
affirms, that by the grace of God we may ariſe and 
and amend our lives. But this is maniteſtly a contin— 
gent, not a neceſſary thing. What may be, may not 
be; and, conſequently, men may both totally and 
finally fall from grace. 


It is allo clear, we are not merely paſſive in the 
whole work of Regeneration. I grant, infants at their 
baptiſm are merely paſſive, when this work firlt begins, 
what is then done being only the operation oi God, 
But when they come to tae uſe of reaton, and are able 
to employ their faculties, they are bound to exert their 
own endeavours, and to co-operate with God, in or- 
der to preſerve and improve the grace given, and do 
their utmoſt to cultivate this ſpiritual ſeed, that it may 
grow up into a plentiful harveſt. As they grow in 

ears, they mult ule diligence to increaſe in virtue and 
olineſs, that the image of God, which is renew'd in 
them, may not be deſac'd, but be render'd ſtill Mes 
right 
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bright and illuſtrious. In ſhort, as our excellent Ca- 
techiſm teaches, when they come to age, themſelves 
are bound to perform the conditions of the Goſpel- 
Covenant; and they are to endeavour all they can, 
by the frequent uſe of the means of grace, and all 
other fit ways, to be daily more and more the children 
of God. As to the adult, it is evident, as I hinted 
betore, they are to concur with God's grace both be- 
fore, at, and after their baptiſm; and whoever does 
not, at leaſt after his baptiſm, cannot be truly ſaid to 
be born of God, or of the divine ſpirit. 


It is likewiſe manifeſt, that the act or work of Re- 
generation is not momentaneous, but progreflive. For 
tho* the grace given by God, when we are firſt rege- 
nerated, is infus'd at ſome particular time, yet men 
are gradually prepar'd and diſpos'd for it by the divine 
aſſiſtance, invigorating their endeavours ; and they mult, 
it adult perſons, be willing to accept, and heartily pray 
for, obtaining the grace at the time of receiving it, and 
mult labour to keep, and by degrees advance it after- 
wards. And by this means they will become more re- 
generate: for anto every one that hath, that is, has well 
employ'd the talent of grace entruſted with him, all be 
given, and he ſhall have more abundance. So then the 
act or work of Regeneration has its beginning, as well 
as all other acts have, at ſome inſtant of time; but it is 
carrying on, and perfecting, all our lives, God con- 
tinually working in us, and our own acts and endea- 
vours being excited, and made effectual, by grace pre- 
venting, aſſiſting, and following them. For as long 
as a man 1s a child of God, ſo long the work of Re- 
generation laſts, and that is as long as the faithful have 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil, to wreſtle with, as 
long as we are in this ſtate of trial; after which is o- 
ver, the Regeneration is come to a degree of perfecti- 
on, and will be finally conſummated at the reſurrecti- 
on of the juſt. For, as 1 conceive, St Matthew (xxi. 
28.) by the Kcgeneration is to be underſtood of that. 


When 
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When we are, by Regeneration, enter'd upon the 
ſtate of purity and holineſs, then it is that the Holy 
Spirit is more ſtrictly, and intimately, and fully united 
to us, and, as it were, fixes his abode in our ſouls, 
never to depart thence, unleſs driven out by the com- 
mitting of ſome very grievous fin; and then willing 
to return, if we amend our lives, by a ſerious and 
timely repentance. Together with the Holy Ghoſt, 
Chriſt, and God the Father, take poſſeſſion of our 
hearts; for tho* the three perſons of the ever blefled 
Trinity are diſtinct, yet they are never ſeparated. St 
Jobn ſaith, The ſpirit of truth dwelleth with you, and 


ſhall be in you: and, If a man love me, he will keep 


my Words ; and my Father will love him, and we will 
come unto him, and make our abode with him. Now let 
us conſider the manner of the Holy Ghoſt's dwelling 
in us. *T is certain it is not by an hypoſtatical or per- 
ſonal union, nor merely by the preſence of his eſſence 
and power, for ſo he is with all his creatures; but 
by the preſence alſo of his ſalutary gifts and graces, 
whereby he purifies our ſouls, pardons our fins, and 
gives us ſtrength to perform our whole chriſtian duty. 
Thus it is, and no otherwiſe, that we are the temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt; and by theſe ſpiritual graces we 
are made one with Chriſt, and Chriſt with us. And 
whoever means any thing more by Chriſt's eg form d 
in them, and ſuch like expreſſions, are, I'm afraid, un- 
der a very great miſtake. 


In this manner, and no other, the Holy Ghoſt ordi- 
narily dwells in all the faithful, who ſincerely belicve 
the Goſpel, who heartily love and fear God, and keep 
his commandments. And there is no promile iu the 
holy ſcriptures whereon to ground any extraordinary 
or infallible ſuggeſtions, inſpirations or Illuminations, 
And though it be true, that God infuſes into, or by his 
ſpirit inſpires us with his gitts and graces, and is con- 
tinually moving us both to think and do always tuch 
things as be rightful, yet there is not within th 
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any infallible certainty or knowledge, that we have 
receiv'd th m. If we are always thankfal, that God 
never ccaſts to beſtow his ſanctifying graces upon us, 
and take care ttectually to employ them, we may be 
ſafficienily, tho” not intallibly. aſſur'd we have them, 
beczuſe our minds, by their gracious effects, may be 
ſenſibie they ate govern'd and directed by them, and 
may perceive the happy and ſaving influence they have 
upon our lives. I tay, we are not infallibly aſſut'd, 
becauſe, as 1ome may be truly potleſs'd of theſe graces, 
who, through a melancholy temper, are litttle or not 
at all ſenſible ot them; ſo many warm men may have 
a ſtrong conceit they have them, and yet be very car- 
nal all the While, abounding, tor inſtance, in pride, 
faction, ſingularity, ambition, ro kd, and holding 
many e:roneous and damnable doEtrines, contrary to 
the taitn and purity of the Goſpel. I might inſtance 
in Mr Whztefield, whoſe doctrine ſeems to me to be 
altogether Antinomian, at leaſt by clear and direct con- 
ſequence. However, we lee the Qzakers, and many 
other the like Enthuſiaſts, pretend to this infallible 
feeling of the ſpirit within them; but they can aſſign 
no ground in God's word for this deluſion, and their 
errors evidently demonſtrate the light they aſſume to 
themſelves is mere darkneſs. And it is ſomewhat re- 
markable, that when men of heated imaginations do, 
in their pathetical diſcourſes, ſtrongly inculcate upon 
their hearers this groſs notion of fecling the ſpirit, it 
has a very ſurprizing effect upon people of troubled 
minds, and gloomy diſpoſitions, who finding nothing 
of this ſenſibility in themſelves, are hence perſuaded 
they are in an unregenerate and loſt eſtate, and fall 
into frightful tremblings and convulſions, which their 
teachers fondly call ie forming of Chriſt in them, and the 
augs of the new birth, whereas they are really nothing 
elſe but the fumes of mclancholy. 


But if theie gentlemen would pleaſe to think and 
talk realonably of the ſenſe and perception men have 
of the inward graces of God's ipirit; if they would 
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conſider, that God deals with us as with rational 
creatures, they would, I conceive, chuſe to explain 
this doctrine in fome ſuch manner as this: That we, 
by both outward means, (to wit, hearing and reading 
God's word and the like) and by divine aſſiſtance ac- 
companying the means, being come to a ſincere reto- 
lution of believing and obeying the Goſpel, and having 
thereupon an earneſt defire, and heartily praying to 
receive the graces of the ſpirit, God, in his infinite 
goodneſs, vouchſafcs to plant them in our fonls; and 
it we honeſtly _ to cultivate and improve them, 
then by the bleſſed effects of them upon our lives, we 
have great, though not indubitable, reaſon to be per- 
ſuaded, that we have theſe graces, and, conlequently, 
that ſo we are united to the ſpirit, and to Chriit. 1 hus 
we may have a high, though not the higheſt degree of 
certainty, that the Holy Ghoſt, though not ſubltantially, 
yet effectually dwelleth in us; and that, by receiving 
the divine grace, we are partakers of the divine na- 
ture. We come to this knowledge by argumentation, 
not by revelation; not in an intallible, but in a ra- 
tional way. And this ſeems the juſt way of arguing : 
I find, upon a ſtrict examination of my heart, that I 
have full purpoſe to do God's will in all reſpects, 
with regard to God, my neighbor, and myſelf; and 
that I ſincerely endcavour to perform it to the utmoſt, 
not truſting at all in the merit of my own righteout- 
neſs, but only in Chriſt's merits : and therefore | have 
ſufficient ground to be perſuaded, that God has boun— 
teouſly confer'd his graces upon me; for that without 
them 1 ſhould not be able either to wili or to do any 
thing to purpoſe, which concerns my falvation. But 
now, ſince the hearts of men are very deceitful, and 
we are too apt to over-rate our own goodnets, this 
confidence ought to have a great mixture of fear, it 
we would think of ourſclves with ſobricty ; and there- 
fore he takes the 1ſatcſt fide, who, when he has done 
all that is commanded him, caits himfelf upon God's 
mercy through Chritt, and rather chuſes with the Pub- 
lican to fay, -Lord be merciſiil to mae a ſinner, give? to 
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juſtify himſelf after the manner of the proud Phariſee, 
and arrogantly to boaſt he has arriv'd at ſinleſs per- 
tection. And this fear of offending ſo good a God, 
will be a ſpur to our duty; and by that means we 
ſhall attain to a well-grounded hope and comfortable 
expectation of God's pardon here, and glory hereafter. 
And thus it is apparent we can ordinarily have only 
a rational, not an abſolute aſſurance, that we are the 
children of God. *' is plain, our knowledge in this 
affair cannot go beyond its grounds. All that can be 
ſaid is, that if we unfeignedly walk in the love and 
fear of God; it we have really a conſcience void of 
ottence towards God, and towards man; if we have 
this teſtimony within ourſelves, (which we can't have 
infallibly without a particular revelation) that in ſim- 
plicity, and godly ſincerity, we have our converſation 
in the world, then we ſhall know ſufficiently, that the 
Holy Spirit has given us his grace, and the ſpirit bear- 
eth witneſs with our ſpirit, and our ſpirit with him, 
that we are in a regenerate ſtate. No more than this 
can, without manifeſt violence, be concluded from 
ſcripture, and from the doctrine of our church, about 
the indwelling of God's ſpitit, and our perception of it. 


I therefore would intreat thoſe, who claim this high 
priviledge of abſolute aflurance to themſelves, in the 
words of the apoſtle, Not zo think more highly of them- 
ſelves than they ought to think, but to think ſoberly ; nei- 
ther to be too wiſe in their own conceits;, and to walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called, with 
all lowliaeſs and meakneſs, with long ſuffering, forbear- 
ing one another, endeavouring to keep the unity of the 
ſpirit in the bond of peace. And | beſeech them to re- 
membcr, that they who want charity, which all do, 
who without juſt cauſe diſturb the peace of the Church, 
let them be never ſuch eloquent and powerful preachers, 
tho? they ſpeak with the tongues even of angels, they 
are as founding braſs and tinkling cymbals; nay, tho' 
they have all faith, which you ſo {trenuouſly and jultly 
contend for, yet if they have not charity, which forms 
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and conſummates it, and which vannteth not itſelf, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, it profiteth 
them nothing. 


Having given you, fir, a ſhort sketch of the true doc- 
trine of our Church, both you and the reader will ca— 
ſily diſcern the wide difference between yours and it. 
Let me now beſeech you ſeriouſly to lay to heart the 
ſolemn promiſe you made at your ordination, which 
you ſeem entirely to have forgot. You then declar'd, 
in the preſence of God, that you would give your 
faithful diligence always to minilter the doctrine of the 
Church, as the Lord hath commanded, and as thisChurch 
and realm has receiv'd the fame. Now fince your 
preaching upon theſe points is plainly contrary to the 
doctrine of this Church, I charge it upon you in this 
publick manner, that you have broke this promile, and 
leave you to make the belt defence you can. 


You then alſo declared, the lord being your helper, 
that you would reverently obey your ordinary, and o- 
ther chief miniſters, unto whom is committed the charge 
and government over you, following with a glad mind 
and wil! their godly admonitions, and ſubmitting your- 
felf to their godly judgments. Now the bithops and 
chief miniſters of this Church, the biſhop of Londin c- 
ſpecially in his excellent paſtoral letter, have publick— 
ly declared themſeives againſt your doctrines and prac- 
tices, and yet you ſtifly diſobey their directions, and 
with unparallel'd obſtinacy withitand and reject all 
their admonitions; you avowcdly tranſgreſs the laws 
both of the Church and State, and violate the canons 
which were made, and are now executed by thoſe who 
have the chief anthority ; and thus you are maniteitly 
guilty both of ſchiſm and rebellion, which are two 
very grievous and damnable fins. 


You likewiſe then vow'd, you would maintain and 
ſet forward, as much as lieth in you, quietneſs, peace 
and love among all chriſtian people; but notwithſtan— 
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ding this, you are the ſower and ringleader of diſſen- 
tion, endeavonring with unwearied afliduity to ſer the 
flock at variance with their miniſters and each other, 
and ſpreading abroad thro” the nation this vile calumny 
againſt your brethren, that they have apoſtatiz'd from 
tie principles of the reformation, and are teachers of 
erroneous and (ſtrange doctrines. Now this I mult 
tel! you is untrue, and I am ſure you cannot lay this 
to the charge of the Clergy of Newcaſtle, therefore you 
have not the leait pretence to raiſe diſturbances there. 
And pleaſe to lay your hand upon your heart and 
couſider, whether the abuſive character you give of the 
Clergy don't ſuit yourlelt belt. They preach nothing 
but what is agreeable to the doctrine contain'd in the 
Church's authcntick books upon theſe points, but your 
unhappy conduct is quite other wile. 


You know very well you have no authority to ex- 
crcile your miniſtry in any congregation without a li- 
ccnce from the biſhop. Have you any licence from the 
learned biſhop of the dioceſe where you now relide? 
The world knows he is a perſon of more wiſdom than 
to authorize any ſuch irregular practices; but the diſ- 
orderly ipirit which governs you, Cildains to proceed in 
the peaccable way; it is not the author of peace, but 
ot confuſion, and therefore no wonder it acts againſt 
the due ſubordination of presby ters to their eccleſiaſti- 
cal ſuperiors; and yct you pretend to be the only ſpi- 
ritual and gitted men, never once reflecting upon what 
St Paul ſays, That the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, 
ſome of which are theſe, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, bereſies, envyings, aud that roy 
who do ſuch things fhall not inherit the kingdom of God; 
and that theſe arc oppolite to the fruits of the ſpirit, 
which are /ove, peace, loag-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
meekreſs: and never recollecting the precepts of obey- 
ing thoſe, who have the rule over you in the Lord, and 
admouiſiiiag jou; and the apoltle's exhortation, that /, 
von, as you pretend, live ia the ſpirit, you [honld alſo 
walk in the ſpirit, aud not be deſirous of vairrglory ; pro- 
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voking one another, envying one another. Can you, who 
would be eſteem'd ſo mighty in the Scriptures, be ſo 
ignorant, that the ſame apoltle reproving the Corinth: - 
ans for their ſchiſms and factions, evidently condemns 
your preſent practice? Pleaſe to apply theſe words to 
yourſelves, as you juſtly may: Te are yet carnal; for 
whereas there are among you envyings, aud ſirife and di- 
viſions ; are ye not carnal, and walk as men? You aſſume 
to yourſelf great wiſdom and high attainments in all 
ſpiritual knowledge; but it requires no depth of un— 
derſtanding to judge, whether your character and con- 
duct ſuits that of the ſpiritually or carnally wiſe man 
in St James, Who is a wiſe man, aud endued with knyws 
ledge among you? Let him ſhew out of a good converſa- 
tion his works with meekneſs of wiſdom: but if ye have 
bitter envying and ſirife in your hearts, glory not and lie 
not againſt the truth: this wiſdom deſcendeth not from 
abuve, but is earthly, ſenſual, aud deviliſh; ſor where 
envying and ſtrife is, there is confuſion and every evil 
work: but the wiſdom that is from above, is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, gentle and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality or wrangling, 
and without hypocriſy ; and the fruit of righteouſneſs 1s 
ſown in peace of them that make peace. Here is a glals, 
in which, it you look carefully, you will clearly ſee 
to the very bottom of your heart. Examine it there- 
fore with all diligence, and it you diſcern ſomething 
you don't like, amend it preſently. But now, it you 
are really ſenſual and carnal, as you have too great 
realon to fear; have not you the ſtrongeſt evidence 
that, notwithſtanding your boalting, you really want 
the ſpirit of God, that without great care and watch- 
fulneſs, you may eaſily miſtake ſomething elle for it, 
and that it is in vain to talk that men may be abſolute- 
ly and infallibly ſure they have the divine conſcioul- 
neſs, that witneſs of God, which is more and greater 
than ten thouſand human witnelles, as your warm 
brother vehementlly allerts? 


You 
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You ſay, andIwiſh it were true, that you love God 
with all your heart; if you do, then certainly you muſt 
love Chriſt : but how can that be, when you make 
ſuch ſcandalous diviſions in his myſtical body? Can a 
man love Chriſt, who don't love his members? And 
do not they hate his members, who revile and ſlander 
them, and ſet them one againſt another? Beſure he that 
breaks the peace of Chriſt's Church, is at enmity with 
Chriſt ; and he that tears out the bowels of the Church, 
his mother, can't have God for his father. And you 
may talk of the new birth as long as you pleaſe, but 
if you are a rebellious ſon of this mother, your having 
been born again in her, will only tend to your con- 
demnation. 


And now, fir, what is this, which your zeal, but 
not according to knowledge, prompts you to make this 
huge buſtle about. If the Church and Clergy did in- 
deed teach falſe and damnable doctrine, then you might 
juſtly ſay, woe is me! if I preach not the goſpel! But you 
cannot prove any ſuch thing, nay, indeed you mani- 
feſtly confute yourſelf: for you conſtantly communi- 
cate with this Church and Clergy, whom you ſcruple 
not to accuſe of almoſt univerſally teaching of devi- 
liſn doctrine, of being deceitful workers, of denying 
the whole ſcriptures, the whole truth and promiſe, and 
teſtimony of God. If this heavy charge were true, 
Come ye out from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith 
the Lord, would be your rule and duty. But, thanks 
be to God, you have not made good your accuſation. 
You are diſpleas'd, becauſe they will not embrace your 
tenets. A great crime indeed! they will not puzzle 
the heads of the people with points ſo hard to be un- 
derſtood, butpreach to them the plain and ſaving truths 
of the goſpel, which is food much more fit for their 
weak ſtomachs. You cannot be ignorant what bitter 
contentions and fatal diviſions theſe controverſies about 
| Juſtification by faith alone, and the like, when not 
rightly {tated and handled with great diſcretion and 
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caution, have occaſion'd in the Church; and the quar- 
rel among yourſelves about them may teach you, they 
are not the moſt fit to be ſo much preſſed upon vul- 

ar Capacities. However, ſince you have made it in 
ome meaſure neceſſary, by your erroneous account 
of theſe doctrines, to ſet them in a right light for their 
better inſtruction, and thereby to convince them they 
have no cauſe to leave their proper guides, to follow 
you, who, both without neceſſity, and to their appa— 
rent danger thruſt yourſelves upon them, I have taken 
this ſmall pains to undeceive them; and hope they 
will now be able to ſee through your ſheep's clothing, 
and for the future ſtudy to be quiet and mind their 
own buſineſs, which will be a far wiſer courſe than 
rambling after you, whitherſoever you ſhall lead them. 
And I truſt it will be no ſmall prejudice againſt you, 
when it is duly conlider'd by them, that you are not 
ſent by any authority in the Church upon this errand, 
and cannot pretend any ordinary commiſſion tor it. 
And unleſs you can ſhew ſome extraordinary autho- 
rity, ſupported by miracles for your doings, however 
you may now boalt of your converſions, you will in 
the end render yourſelves the ridicule of mankind. 
Pleaſe therefore, for your own ſakes, to leave off 
theſe vain practices, endeavour to amend your grols 
enormities, and ſtudy all you can to convert thoſe 
you have deluded, back again to truth and peace, and 
to their wits, ſo will you in ſome degree repair the 11! 
you have done, and the unhappy breaches you have 
made; and 'tis to be hop'd God will then mercitul!y 
forgive you, and make you again a ufctul member in 
the Church, which is the hearty prayer of, 


Reverend Sir, 


Tour hunde Ferant. 


